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BOYS! BE THE FIRST ONE IN YOUR 
NEI6H6ORHO0O TO OWN A "HUM-JUT 

111 you will art when you actually 
I ie new Commando Krak-A- 
Jnp M n The *«tig will »>o green will 

I'ommnndo Machine Gun and the 
:»-Powcr Telescope. 

t tend a single i- 

-»*t pay the 

poatman $I.«M plui u tow pen. i Md t • «><i 

Krnk-A .' re fun U 

thin id days 

and V '"'i*y m full. I 

■t once, W4» b-onrt yo.i DM 

or Telescope nbiolulely FREE. 



Huny Tel/as /Rush This foupon 



■ you like In plftj WAR" with vour very 
own Ktiik-A-Jnp Machine Gun* So i - doet 

me mm um'U by inn f'oiu- 

m&ndn*. tr.M you will Ert a lUrill U get it 

ir hands. Vmi will I* positively amntrd when 
feud macHtae nun MM* that tan be 
uadiedi ul feet. 

;. it ma«le r.f wood »nd n 

ud it's built to aland Up plenty 

of hard knock nchej irom 

the handle to the tip of the nun and II lag* 

org throughout. It's loads of fun— makes a nour I'* 18 a reu ' batti. 
going on— but It's abw.iui.-iy .sa i. AtWI.EIM Ri^h your order 
today while our limited supply 1.ikU. 



To Get Your COMMANDO 

^e*uz/w mon£4£ HlGr „, en j^ free nuscwe 



1111*011 MrtUrMNI>l*r MA»T 

M* w PaiNw **• i ■ »•>••» ><> NH 1/03 ■ 

OcnikM ■ argai •"« n m n.*- ■ 

rak-A-Jip Machine run i- MaadMg that \t I am 

■i.r. «...i «•< my raontv back. 
Vou «r« (o inrlod* -b-.i..icK TMA iha >-P*w*r T*l*a«o|>* oWrM»d abov*. 



RHM 



a Urn ■ 



Clly.. 



Slat* 



•cAUuNAL COMICS. Mart*. ' 



CPImm >h(p lh« Kt<» -A -Jap Mart: In* Gtm »#*« Fra* T*l*MO»a tod I * i.j 
fflifiw lit* *•*• ►©■••« h '...«** 

criMN atnd ma i Knk-Maa ai~.hu- Qt.m and i *>•■ t.i.*.-*.. m «w »»«<mi i 
■ p. lea of %J7I Ul M.inf *i n 
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HAL COMICS. m*.>K l'"*4 No. 40. rubiiih»4 m»4tnlr 
ii in M..n at auiaiwd, C«aa. I. M ArnaU 
<d u «c*ni 
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. b« LnMii MllUlm rVlnlH III U S A 



,.i-H I'niiD.- aril |ui.r W» 
flr'u I 
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/ Will Train You at Home For 

Vital Jobs Now Open 

RADIO 




Many Jobs Now Open Pay *50 a Week 



WouH you like a good civilian lob vital 
to the war effort thai hu a bri*hi future 
after the war? Would you like to be In 
Ma* for promotion* Jn rank and pay if 

Bl'rt called Into Military Service? 
•nnt my FREE «4*pag» book. Win 
R«-h Rea-anli hi Radio." Find uui how 
I traiR you at home to be a Radio Teoh- 
aldan or Radio Opermi ,r' 

la Demand Naw Par Well-Trelsed 

• •die Technician*, Oeecatert 
Bsdlu he* Jutnpvd from a great ^w 
Una buaineaa to a booming? war in- 
dustry. The Radio repair bualneaa la 
booming because no caw Radio* are 
being mad*. Radio Technteiane aad 
Operatora ara needed — hundreds of 
them — for vital Job* at jowl warn. 
BtoedcaMing Htatlona, Aviation Radio 
and Police Radio, and athai MOM 
bnnchee are •cramhHne; for Operator* 
and Technician*. Rsdlo M nnuUnur . ™. 

now working on Government «rden* fof 

Radio equipment, eai|d>> irsinr-d men. 
The Government too needs hundred* 
of competent rivtllan and entitled 
ftidio m»i aad eonwn You may n—vi>r 
art a time ie<in when It will be ao ea.iv 
to fat atarted in tnia 'aaclnai.nt field! 
Mmv aeojinaort Seos Make H. VO 

a Weak E«»ra In tpora Tim* 
The day you enroll f<»* rrv 'ouree I 
•tart aentflnr you EXTRA M 1 
JOB SHEETS thai toon ahow DOW 10 
■ *■ monmy ftilng Radios. Many 
mike 15, (10 a week aura In aparetlrae 
III learning. 1 eeod You SIX Kir 
kit* of real Radio parti. You LK4RN 



Radio fundament*** from my Lesson* - 
PRACTICE what yno lmr n hy 
log ivpiral circuit* Ilka? those Illus- 
trated on tble pag*— PROVE what you 

learn by inlereatlng teati on tka cir- 
culta you build, 



Si 



ft 



latra) Par Ip Army, 
Nervy, Taa 

hsrs'a • real n**d In' 
Army, Navy for trained *^ 
U« 1 1 <i hsve cwmpkHad 

a course la Radio you aland a good 
chance of hetng eauigned lo com- 
muntcatlnni work. S. R. I. hai 
trained many men who now hold 
epetrialUt ■ ratinf* Oaar / ,T0O Sere- 
ift Bitn art t*r*U«i with V. «. J. 



fte *••*> ts Cs.k Is as freed fay 

Johi Comma. In Televlilee. 
I i*c Ironic i 
Think of th* N K W Job* that TsUvleio*.. 
Frequency Mndulatlnn, Bod 
and -Jh«- Kedl'i development* will open 
afirr i h*' war! Vou have i read oppor- 
tunity. Uui the "pp<Ttunitv the war 
bit given beginner* to cet started In 
the foadnaitng Arid of Radio may 

1 ■- r«iM-sted. So take it. 
atep it once. (Jet my FREE 64-page. 
Illtutrmtrd book. No obligation — no 
aalraman will call, Juat mall the coupon 
n Hope of pule it on a penny 
postal C.mi atsrtm) today on tha road 
r«. better pay' J. K. SMITH. ProU- 
dent. D«pt. 4CAI, Nselenel ftadte 
Institute, Wa,hin f ten I, D. C 



You Build These And Other Radio 
Circuits With Kits I Supply 

By the time VOU'vi nmducted 60 »*ts of experi- 

:adio Part* I MPply ha»V» BtsW 

hundred* of meanuremtmU and adjustment* — 
U hbv« v.luahk PRACTICAL experience. 



Yoa build ihla BUPt RHFTERO- 
< a 

prooeirctor. oarll tlrai 

ttt. It. »*afe. aM'Mlo-dV.-r 

.,.- [t .ill 
bring In tootd and dlatait ti*> 

turning it hr»m» 
Bga in ipai>' InVM win' 
put tk* t raaefnallnc 

teata' 

You build Hi- IN- 

STRrMKNT youraeir early Ifj 

<"-»urte. u»«ful for prartlral Radio 
■ajriJl Vncuum Tttba Mul'lm- 
naaaaursi I md H.F. 

\ < ' nirronta. 

■gdMasJ 

M UONAL- 

*lll K- 
iraluatbti 
enea, I ' 
a m pi 1 1 u ds - 
modulated lie* 
nali fur teat and 
experimental 
• •»*■•. 





MfOrJF BOOK HIS SHOWN HUNDREDS 
rKtC HOW TOMdXi GOOD MC#£r 



. Wn«hlnglt:n % 1 I 
■laUiBsFRI I obUfpataan. p book, "Win I 

^n-arda In Radio " cSo aalaman will rail. Write plainly.) I 




Vital Radio Jobi like thasa so to Man I Trained 



Ago 



Address 



a 
■ J 




q 

? 



aTa 



i divulge any 

matlon aa to my 

work, but N.U.I, train- 
in|* ■« 'umin* (n bntidy 

I ■ i; 

Addraaa omlued for 
. reaaona.) 



k 



e I completed 

your laaanna, I obtained 

Operator'! 

* gts 
laon St.. Upeer, Mich. 



The 97 Pound 

Weakling 

— Who became "The World's 
Most Perfectly Developed Man" 

"I'll Prove that YOU too 
can be a NEW MAN!" 

I KNOW, myself, what it meana to have the kind of 
Unly that people pity! Of course, you wouldn't know 
'1 to look at mr now. but I wm once a skinny weakling 
into weighed only 97 lbs ! I wbi ashamed to ttnp for sports 
I UndftlM for a swim. I wnaauch a poor if* . foeo i f phyncal 
development that I was constantly arlf conscious and embor- 
raetcd- And I felt only HALF-ALIVK. 

Then I discovered "Dynamk Tmn»k>n". It gave me 
» body that won for mr the title "World't Moat Perfectly 
Developed Man." 

When I My I can m»ke you over Into a man of giant 
l*.wer and energy, I know what I'm talking about. I've 
seen my new ayatem. "Dynamic Tonmion." tranaform 
hundred! of weak, puny men into Atlaa Champions. 

Only 15 Minutes a Day 

Do you want bis. broad ahouldera— a fine, powerful 
chest — bicrpa like steel— arma and legs rippling with mus- 
eular strength— a itomach ridged wiih bands of ainrwy 
mukclc — and • build you can be proud of* Then just give 
me the opportunity to prove tKat "Dynamic Tvnnion" 
ii what you need 

No "if*. " "and*," or "maybe* " Juit tell mr where you 
want handsome, powerful muscles. Are you fat and flabby? 
Or skinny and gawky? Are you abort- winded, pe pleas' 
Do you hold back and let others walk off with the pfet Ucat 
liirls. brat job*, etc.' Then write for details abnut "Dy nm ,. 
Tmnti'on" and learn how 1 can make you a healthy, c . ■ 
lident, powerful HE-MAN. 

"Dynamic Tension" ia on entirely NATURAL method. 
Only IS minutes of your spare time dally ia enough to ahow 
amazing result*— and it's actually funt "Dynamic Ton- 
mion" doet the work. 



CHARLES ATI-AC, Ova*. 330 C 

lit Mtt Urtlfttreat 

Na» Var* 10. N y. 



I •*■- 



I want Dm i i 'h ,i , b 

■>" will h.l;. raah* t N^w 

Mun ..r „ tl - Klk , ,, , . kaaiihy, hesky bads 

.. >VUI 
free IkmA. "KvirU.tmu iUaIU uiij Str.ru.Mh." 



Nam* 



AM. 



f/'fw«. y, .hi pi WrtU I'hmUpf 



City . ...Stat* 

O Check hviv if uu-Kr II (Off BoakM A 






JET 




Send for FREE BOOK 



Mail the coupon tight now for full details 

and III aend you my illustrated book, "!• 

laating Health and Strength." Telia all about 

my "Dynamic Terisiun" method Shnu 

' photos of men I've made into Atlui 

Champion* It's a valuable book) And it I 

FREE. Send for your copy today. Mull the cou* 

pon to me personally. CHARLES ATLAS, Dcpl. 

330 C US Cast 23rd St.. New York 10. N. Y. 






HATIflhiS MMltt 





and <7k SYNDICATE of CRIME/ 




NATIONAL COMICS 




f Goooeve to 

yOU ANPyOJR 
fiAT-TRAPWOTSL.' 

ro«wA«p MV 

A<Ail TO 



r THECBIM(. 
SVNPfCAti/ 

7WKY T0OK1 

you wvf 






PAL! VOW8E 
HOW IN TWC OWC* 
OfTHEMAP! ~. 

OPTHtqmg 

SYNP/CATfi/ - 



G'VfN A MASK WITW VCHJH 
NUMBER OW /T A*P YOU 1 ** 
TO WfiAS /T TO *ll MEB7IN6S. 
iOWlL SlCN TM/S CON77ACT 
AC gff/V6 TO AM EQUAL 
SPLIT OP *U toor. 
VOLI A4AV fff'u 
RfFUSC TOJO//V 
/F VOC VY/5W.' 
DO VDU.' 



GOSH -NO! 
1 WANTA 

at a 

MBMBS*! 



MMBER ZUVtN, VOUAQPHOW 
A MEMBBX! ... YOU ARC W>iAOt4G 
AN EXCMMNT «AN WHO, SHALL Wf SAY, 

Dree w rue uk£ op duty/ vvr ar£ ail 

SPECIALISTS HSB£ ... Wf WAV* 
A VOCTOZMWeZ t ANpSO ONI 

MBGSfc 
gp 

/?/(5MT A/C&V 
Wf A*£ Af 7*K 
AUTm&MS 
ANO P&iCtOUS 

J£W£tf W£ , 

CANGfT.' 



WWATA 
PERFtCT 

system/ 

VOl/ GOT A 
OT ON 7M(f 

,ll tfujwst 
owe/ 



HATIONALCOMICS 







*%i PtHNSHOP OiVtff R KlrfWf § TO TW£ BACK t 
OV TMf STOM-ANO MAHiS A PWOWf C4U/ 






NATIONAL COMICi 



BA9Y. 

fiNGna! 

VOUVfGoiH' 





YOU MBAN \ W*SOB? ~/\ AjDOeNLVf! 7 




NATIONAL COMICS 




4 



I HfcAKP THAT/- AND 

YOU'ffC Right! SOAAtiHiNG 

IS W(?ONG .' AWO I KNO** 
Wi-'AT IT IS.' KfVCff K'Ott 
HAS ANY ONP OF OOZ JOBS, 
MISCACR'ED.' J AM A 
G6NIUS OF CBiMf.' . I 
WCVES IAAKB MISTAKES' 



HATI9HAL fi< 



BUT T ALMOST 
PiD! TWSfffi J$ A IPA/TOB 
IH OUR MlOST! VVB MAP 
ALL OUK PRINTS OifOCBP 
ANP Htf PO NOT 
TALLY.' ANP Hfctfg 



5T£pfo«vva«d,1 


> 7H£ Jf^S 


NUMK2 FlfTV, 


UP.' MOW 


orweRWisc J 


► vu ha\c 


kwcxvv A 


. TO FIGHT 


^ AS— ^^ 


fOQ IT.' 



»*. 






• « r 




MUE ACCU$££> MAS&P MAN RIPS 
m OC? «/$ MASK -*fi+S COAT—AHD 

mi tsunclssam! 



AND 7HBN TWf PUN BSGlNSf 




COM ANP I 

PLAY' 7 





Get HUM.' 
k H£ MUSTWOT 

UAV5 nettE 

AUVBl <* 



/o 



NATIONAL COMICS 

T 





LaTCR, UNCLE SAM GOES THROUGH THg 
BUStV£SS-UK£ fifCCRPS CF THB 
INFAMOUS CXI ME CLUB' 

W yOU KNOW, BUDDY, THIS VVA5 
/ THE SLICKEST SCHEME I'VE SvER 

RUN fiCROSS IN Mi WHOLE CAREER 
K OF FiGHTtNG CRIME'. CRALEY USBO 

Y modern Business method? ro 

* Run his club, plus his idea op 

keeping the mem&ers 9ecqst 

FROM EACH OlHER! TW£V STOtf 
OVER $$,000,000 WORTH Of 

Diamonds bavlv needeo ffv-- 





NATIONAL COM ICS 

7T~ 




■MATIgMAW 9gMlfii 




NATIONAL COMICS 



H*if AM HQUZ LATSff THl SKV 5 BiOTffO OUT 
|Y A ®ANT LACK HAND, .ANP.TMf WIND »lS« 



SCOM AMtVC BONO OF *V*V.* 




\0 BSGIH9 A WtfffO fTWfSil MTWtf N TWO 

^Tfww-rojwc s*/w ... s*mfivff T*r sb 

FANATICAL VtOLSNCM Ofi NATV*W &ONS MAP// ... 



N4TION^l gymft 




NATIONAL COMICS 



SO THAT'S 

YDUQ 

game.' 4 




l-yy you've srr 
fire to th§ 

*/\ HOLD.' 






^?^ 


^ ^ 




f%^ 


ft Jul 






■ i 




^^^ -^l 


\iJ 


1 < T 


^ 


<iyl 




NAT I ONAL COMICS 





\ 



NATI ONAL COMIC S 




NATIONAL C OMICS 




r HB* VOU ARC, G£HT$! 
ONtYABUCK/ BUY A 

VplCC-THQOWiNS 
QAD0BTL 
BE A 

VBNrmLDQuisrJl 






HI, SAP! TEU Me -IS 
. THAT TW NG ON VCUK NeC* 

A H£AD?-<X pip Sowf SOAP 
SCULPTOR FORGET TO 
FINISH THE fAC£ 
5£PO« TWE 
WACKY- WATCH 
NA'UEP 
WAIT 





IONAL COMICS 




QUICKSILVER!EX-CIRCUS ACROBAT AND THE 
FASTEST HUMAN BEING, IS ALWAYS ON THE ALERT FOR FRESH CRIMES "TO SMASH /BUT IT 
TAKES ALL HIS SKILL AND DARING AND FLASHING SPEED TO CARVE HIS WAYOUT OF THE SINISTER 
CRIME WEB WOVEN BY A MONEY-MAD FAKE COUNT AND A MURDER MINDED BEGGAR 



NATIONAL COM ICS 

■ ■ 1 V * CT A BITB TO 





A iUMPK3UM $TW>6 PROM A DOORWAtJ 






youmeam Hft 

DCHBERATCLY 
HlTft HIMBSL* 
LIKE THAT TO, 
GET SWATH Y' 



aUWOWSMmHACKBT- 
lANOOOCSHECMMLN' 

Mr5GOT0AKW0OF 
I HRADDAT HEALS OP «IWT 

AWAY//ITOONTBVBN 
HOT HIM// 



N ATIONAL C9yiCS 

PORCH US BE WARS' 

WtC'SSOMFN BIG 

AN'DtRTYCOOWN ' 

YUM KNCW DAT 



THC 
THINGS 



PHONEY COUNT 
„JPU«e VUHOLWES 

H40AOIDCAVU : 



riAH/HMAWKE-] 



COUNT 

KORDO? ) SUTHI'SPLANNIN' 



supposed 

TO BE A 

rumanian 
refugee; 



SUMP'N.'/HE 
PHOPOftlTlONBO 
BUMPY ON SOME 

I DEAL DAr* PLENTY 
DOITY/?— 






1L 



LATgR, AT QUlCKftlLVgg'S ABCRgT HeAOQU»RTe«t^] 



M MMM I A Ml LU ON DOLL WIS . 
SHOULD BE SOME HAUL" JUT 1 CAN 



/ 



P***il . MCN6 UNTIL THfV & T *«\, 

laaS^Tvr^JXsoMgTMlNGaHE COUNT* IN 
\COUKT KtiflftoX 80CIBTY TOO^T 

k*t*u^ 

/ 

/ 



/ PIT! MIL 
I LOOK INTO 
\ IT' 



AN WATCH 

YOURSELF /BUMPY JOHNS 
KILL CRA2Y/HCft GOT 
MURDER- BUM 
B lwmitELF*Yi' 
PAT'S WHY I 
, I KNOW | 
•UMP'N 
I ROTT€W 
IS DUE," 



A 



ooclDsar. count/ 

HOWWWAOPUL.'f IS 
ANYTHING WRONG V 



NftXTrOIGMT-lN COUNT MOROO'S RENTED 
-CA»TLB"WOMl«- 



FwE'RB ALLSET BUMPY/ 

TOMORROW NIGHT'S THE 
BALL// WE COLLECT A 
MILLION DOLLARS FOR 
[ RCFU6EC RBUftP... 



HAW- HAW /AND DO 
Wfi NEED RBUIP / 
HAH. J GOAHiADAND 
CALL DA DAMS 50 VUB /MR* 
KIN GET STARTBO/y-^VAN GBU, 

I'M SO SORRY 






1 WEL-L-L.ISHOUDNT 
TELLTHIS-BUT MY 
NEPHEW OUST RBTVRNEPj 
B WOUNDED FROM THf 
CORAL SBABATUl! 
Hi LOSTONB 
ISO 
THBRB. 



- BUT I WONT BEABLE TO MANAGE 
YOUR BALL TOMORROW NIGHT/ 
60NETHIN3 MOST 
UNUSUAL HA* I 
JUST COMB /T 



^ 



\ 



Minuted later.. 



'WTREtK'tSAiD 
\0P€*3UAD£ 

Huurose 

GUCVT OF HONOR 
AT THP BALL' 
THAT GLAMOR 

HEN WILL 
5PRRAQ THE 
STORY AU- 
OVEP" 



SO MOW I'M A 
HERO 'WEIL 
F6R HALF A 
MILLION 
BUCKS ID 
CVCNJ BE A 
6EMUEMAN, 
HAW -MAW/ 



NATIONA L COMICS 

The 

NEXT 

NIGHT 

THE 

C«TT5 

RICH 

POUR 

ThtiR 

WEALTH 








r oft TOiiiwC 
MSlHttnopB'l SHOULD 
HftViOOTTiM NtW^IVS 

Miwvrrta i*rliirto 

PRBVBMT MURUBR.9UT I 




TMINGISUgPPO 
&ACKTOSK MOW 
0UMPYWA%MAKWG 




NATION AL COMICS 

i QUlCK/GETHINtTOTWe "\ A WW MOMENTS 

'SEtftSTROOMANOKNOCKl LATER 




NATIONAL COMICS 





<-* ftOT THEY WOfTT^ 
WOP9V TOO MUCH/ 
THEY'LL- 

dusting off the mot 
seat por the count 
who counted hi* . 

Cmkkcn* too Soon' 




QUICKSILVER 

WILL MOtD 
YOU SPC1L0OUND *WA»N I 
IW TMENEXTIS^UEOP 

NATIONAL COMICS 



NATIONAL COMICS 




COMICS 





AND HWS 
ANQTHE& or 
MY B£*UTIFU* 
G'(*l FRiBSOS: 

... AUNT 
£UZA8€TH 
CAMERON! 



i jew! 

VOU'K 
A 
fLArr&KgJ 




WAVfA/T WE 
MtT SOMZWHE8E 
8£FOtt! I'M ALMOST j 
C&TAIN WE _y r I* 

I'VE NOT 8BEH 

IN THIS PART OP 

THZ COUNT* V 

BifORi! 













V 




-I 



NATIONAL COMICS 





NATIONAL COM 









But what Twill, aunth pulled 
about- n-e soavcRns and 

AWBffOSfc? /CYNTHIA TOUN0 OUT 

about rri AA4iffoss 
fc*s uNPOATuwAre inoikw 

TO O^flWEAtt TWElR CONVER 
SATlON.' wikwiwtoo 

MUCH- AND C^NTHiA 
WASN'T 0OIW0 TO ALLOW 



AND I ALMOST uTanO I 
>M*T TWf SAME \ASKtV YOU 

PATH AS AMBBOSi! ) <?" THIS 

y »a Twe , 

WffK-ENO: 






Sally.'... Tno/...;u$ta 
you'«e )cop.' anvwav, 

WONDfftFUL.'/jCRRY, I'M 

Glad i cam* 

ALON9. 1 .. YOt/' 

*/GWT HAVfi 
AU60IEP TMtGiffL.'l 
-THAT WOULD 
MAVe«CN ,MO*T 
UNFOffTUNATtJ. 



f? 



Muvl 



"AWL (ML 



NATIONAL COMICS/ 



NATIONAL COMICS 




NATIONAL COMIC 




OMICS 







COMICS 




NAT IONAL COMICS 




f --AND HAVING 
KNIVES TOSSePAT 

MB iS c*je oe 





Y&Mil 'TWOUIP 



. OOWT 

A' eeen gooq ivou know 

RlPPfWCE.' WELL, i V*Tf- 
SE£ WHO HE VTWNkr, , 

THERE WA5 ONLV 
ONf GUt AfZOUHO 4 
WHO HAP *OTW 
AffAVS AND 

orrofcruNiTYL 



r ANSON. THE / 



W-iVHV- 7 / 'SHOOTiNC 
'KNIVES F«QM 
ASKING <?UN 
INS/PEA PHONEY 
CAMERA CASfti MC 
, A4ADE THOSE CAUS, 
SO ttXJD M CJCHT 
B£S/0£ HIM WHEN 
Hf P/P IT.'... 



HE WASMT SO 
PLWS/- MAKING THE 
.FDLCCH/SAUBI WHILE 
l HE MUROBRSP AT HIS 
)i£j9un: i WHAT A 
m WWAT 
TORY! 



£H£ CARTER! 

IPVOUPPIHT jg 

ONE LINE Of * 

,THIS, I'LL -III- 

'JAIL YOU -SO 

HELPA4E/ 



TO** CHIC CAKTf R again IN TXf 
Rexr js$ue or Tfa/uM*/ (^■j^rrf 



THEODfo&ED 



T)EACE hid comt to Call- 
-* fornia. Peace ml tit all th* 
years of war—raids by buccan- 
eer*. And jo old Monterey lay 
balking in the warm sunshine, 
with the Pacific surf washing 
in doorstep The populace 
baiked too and listened to th* 
belli of the old minion toll out 
iht noon hour. 

Happiness wai every whet «. 
Happiness and peace. Lover*. 
itrolled under the peppers and 
acacia and mimosa; bird* sang. 
But there Vtl no peace in ihe 
heart of Pedro Salaisr. At the 
moment he sal on the wory* 
itepi of the minion and poured 
out hi* heari to the good Padre 
Ramiret 

"Ah, Padn mia," he cried, 
"but I'm not a coward! Yet 
they *ay I have the water in 
my vein*, thai my spine it li ft 
feather!" 

Padre Ramirei smiled. "What 
non*en*e, Pedro!" hi chortled. 
" They »ay you »re a coward 
simply because you refuse to 
bait the bull and bear m the 
utv iquart! Huh! It i* coward, 
ice to make the bull .»'id beat 
fight, I'm thinking The bull 
ha* no ch-ince, he i* always 
chained." 

"And," cried Pedro taking at 
bit of hope, "the bull 1* never 
tied in the corrido — in th» bull- 
r.ngl" 

"That's right, Pedro. So you 

?o back down and join in the 
Htivitlftf, The whole town re. 

jokes m the year of peace " 

Pedro left the mission. The 
first person he met was Senorita 
Lolita Peret, the lovely daugh- 
ter of the town's mayor. She 
snubbed him, turning her head 
away as her carreta rumbled 
paat. Ii hurt Pedro terribly. He 



loved lolita In hit childish man- 
ner. But the too had branded 
him coward- 
Pedro turned away from the 
town and headed ior the beach, 
where his *mall tailing boat lay 
moored. Pedro loved to tail m 
the bay. Out (here, with the 
wave* laughing at hit boat, he 
dreamed. Sometimes he even 
forgot he was a coward 

Pedro ran beyond the ipit of 
land that formed the northern 
fringe of the harbor and 
tacked into the* wind. Then he 
froze with a startled exclama- 
tion. 

"Madre Mlol Pirates!" He 
struggled to get hi* boat 
turned again. "Por Dim! it .« 
De*chard! M He put back to- 
ward the town swiftly. The 
privateer w« still a mile be- 
yond the hcAdland. 

With pattering feet, Pedro 
rushed to Mayor Juan Perer' 
house, blurting out (he newi. 
"Ho now, Pedro!" cried the 
pmnchy mayor. ">*'b»t || thin, 
more of your brainstorms?*' 

"But of a truth, Senor 
Mayor," cried Pedro. "It is he— 
Deschard the Frenchman! Look, 
Senor, and you shall see for 
your«!f!" 

Perez leaped across the livinjf 
room and ga^ed out the window 
across the bay. At last the hiftjh 
prow, of the pirate's boat hovi 
in *ifiht, and Perc* roared, 
"Manuel! Manuel, you laggard! 
Shake your stumps and call thi 
garrison. Deschard is here!" 

The mayor dashed from the 
house, leaving Tcdro standing 
trembling. Deschard! The evil- 
est pirate on the seven seas. 
What would happen to the 
small undermanned garrison? 
A shot roared from the deck 



of the privateer. The hall 
crashed through a store build, 
ing, shattering it. Howls went 
up. The fifty-odd soldiers be- 
gan firing at the ihip. Manual, 
the captain, bounced among hii 
men, screaming orders. 

They had two fairly heavy 
cannom. One of these bellowed, 
and part of the pirate's rigging 
went tattering. The aoldiers 
cheered- The shot fired by the 
second cannon »kipped acroi* 
ihe water, mining the ship by 
two yard*. Captain Manuel 
cursed at his men for their bad 
aiming. 

Another shot and another 
belched from the pirate, and 
each of them took their toll. 

Pedro ruthed about getting 
the women and children into 
carrctas and ordering them to 
the diitant hills until the fight' 
ing was over. At length he sa* 
Lolita. 

"You and your mother muit 
leave at oncc, M he told the girl. 
"Until we have driven off the 
pirate*." 

Lolita laughed dcruivrK 
"•Wf,"' she *aid sarcastically' 
"And pray what can you do to 
stop the pirates?" 

Pedro's soul burned and tears 
of wounded pride come to hit 
eyes. 

"Go, please," he said " 
"We'll atay," *aid Lolita. "My 
father the mayor will see to it 
that we arc not harmed. But 
you!" 

Pedro turned and hurried to 
the soldiers in the blockhouse, 
who were firing through the 
small square holes cut in the 
logs. 

Powder, b o yl" bellowed 
Manuel. Pedro hurried to fetch 
a keg from the storage cellar. 



Tlicre he made ■ fearsome dis- 
covery. It wai the last keg. 
They had no more powder! 

Manuel screamed when he 
waa told. "Then we're doomed!" 
he cried. "What can we do 
without powder?" 

Deschard's shtp stood just off 
the headland tip. Ic wn grow* 
ing dark. TKey were sure to 
sand landing boats whan dark- 
ness had fallen. The garrison 
was Indeed doomed. 

Pedro then had a daring 
idea. They mute have powder. 
He hurried off into the gather* 
ing gloom, making for the head* 
land. It was a quarter-mile or 
more. He kept himself ecreened 
by dodging behind buihes and 
rocki. At last he was at the 
very rip. Deschard's boat float- 
ed only about fifty yards off. 

Pedro waded out and then 
began swimming, very silently. 
The pirates were all on the 
landward side of the ship, firing 
at the garrison. He prayed chat 
they wouldn't see him. 

A few minutes and then he 
wai drawing himself up a 
thick hawier rope and climb- 
ing into the dark hold o£ the 
ship. Carefully he pulled the 
small boat tied to the stern up 
under a port. 

It took him fifteen minutas 
to perform his daring task, then 
he case off and let the boat drift. 
It was dark now and he hoped 
the flash of cannon tire would- 
n't reveal him. When he was a 
Hundred yards from the ship, 
he began rowing furiouily for 
shore. 

Jusc before he beached the 
craft a yell went up from the 
pirate ship. They had discover- 
ed tho theft. But they seemed 
to still have plenty of ammuni- 
tion, by the great salvo that 
cut louse from their deck gum. 
A rifle ball lipped past Pedro's 
head at he ran up the beach 
with both arma filled. 

Captain Manuel nearly wept 
when be saw what Pedro had 
done. 
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"Madre de Dioi! You got ui 
powder — you! And they call 
you coward!" 

But powder or no powder. 
Oeschard wasn't to be outdone. 
He and his men put off In small 
boats, taking advantage of the 
darkness. The firing on the 
beach was continuous, but the 
buccaneers Sauna on, landed, 
and then the fighting was 
hand-to-hand. 

A strange thing then came 
over Pedro. A tingling sort of 
mad blood-lust flushed his 
heart, hi* whole being. They 
had called him coward. Well, 
what would they think if he 
engaged Ofichard himself at 
swords? Deschard, the greatest 
swordsman in New Spain! 

Pedro plucked a slim dueling 
sword from the belt of Capt. 
Manuel and rushed into the 
fray. By this time several huge 
bonfires blazed, lighting up the 
beach. Most of the women and 
children from the hills, now a 
circle of tense facrs, watched 
Che battl*. 

Young Pedro bided his time. 
He waited until Deschard wai 
free, then he rushed in, his 
rapier flashing. Deschard bel- 
lowed. What runty jackanapes 
was thia, drawing sword against 
him — the great Deschard! 

"Ho, rapscallion!" he boomed. 
"How do ye now? I shall tlit 
thy gullet thrice!" He brought 
hit great sword down in a ter- 
rific sweep. Pedro nimbly side- 
stepped and his rapier flashed. 
Blood sprang from the lobe of 
Deschard's right ear. The 
crowd howled. Even the pirates 
slowed down and at last both 
sides were watching with bated 
breath the duel between the 
great Deschard and his puny 
antoganlst. 

The townspeople of Monterey 
couldn't believe their eyes. 
Pedro, lighting Deschard! 

Pedro cut Deschard's cheek. 



slashed his chin. The pirate* 
cursed and flailed with his cur- 
tail. And chen Pedro deftly 
flicked the cutlass out of Des- 
chard's hand. It flew acrois the 
beach, amid the yells of Dei* 
chard's men and criea of 



"Bra, 






from the 



towns- 



people. 

Deschard itood aghast, hit 
eyes popping. 

••W-what— who are your" he 
gasped. 

"Pedro — Pedro Salatar," rt* 

plied the youth easily. 

"Ptdro— Salaasfr!" gasped 
Deschard. "You're the son of 
Diego Salaiar of Seville! The 
greatest iwordsman in Europe!" 

"My father," said Pedro 
quietly, "wai t h t greateit 

swordsman in the world." 

Deschard gulped. "But you^ 
you are greater! No one haa 
ever bested me, youngster. No 
one! And I say Bravo for Pedro 
Salazar!" 

Everbody took up the cry. 
And pirate tnd citizen, cement* 
ed in a common cauie, carried 
Pedro on their shoulders. Fight- 
ing was forgotten. There was a 
great feait and much dancing 
far into the next day and night. 
The pirates frll to and helped 
rebuild the damaged town. A 
week later they sailed away, 
firing a jaunty salute — with the 
solemn promise thet they'd nev- 
er attack the California co«i(. 

Wai Pedro now a hero? 

Years later, visitors at hit 
modest hime would recall the 
great sword battle and Pedro 
Salaiar would point to the rus- 
ty rapier sticking deep in a 
beam of the living room and 
lay, "I am only a poet, amigol, 
not a iwordsman." 

And Lolita, his lovely wife, 
would answer, "But he bested 
Deschard— lo, theie many /eari 
ago! Pedrocita ii the greateit 

awordiman-poet in tht worldl" 
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